SAMPLE LETTER
OPPOSITION TO SB1047, DEFUND THE GUARD LEGISLATION (AZ)
(Copy and paste the message below into an email or document or use this as a script when calling your State Senator on the phone.)

YOUR NAME
Address / Telephone / Email

Date

Subject:  Please Oppose SB1047 "Defend the Guard" Legislation

Dear Senator (Insert Last Name),

I respectfully urge you to oppose any version of the so-called "Defend the Guard" legislation. 

While the intent may be well-meaning, this legislation does not reflect the National Guard's role as the primary combat reserve of the U.S. Army and Air Force. Restricting the Guard's ability to serve in a federal Title 10 status unless Congress declares war would negatively impact training, readiness, and critical overseas missions.

The National Guard Association of the United States, the Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States, as well as the Arizona Enlisted and Officer Associations, and The Adjutants General of the 54 states and territories, are unanimously and vehemently opposed to this legislation. This bipartisan group knows, far better than the groups promoting this legislation, what is in the best interest of the National Guard, and they understand the potential devastating effects of this legislation. 

Additionally, passage of this bill could place Arizona at risk of losing vital federal funding, equipment, and force structure, while also strengthening arguments within the Department of Defense to shift National Guard missions and infrastructure away from the states. 

The National Guard's dual state and federal mission is essential to national security, and this legislation would weaken both the Guard and Arizona's ability to support that mission. 

For these reasons, I strongly encourage you to vote "NO" on any "Defend the Guard" legislation. 

Thank you for your service and for your support of the Arizona National Guard's Soldiers and Airmen. 

Respectfully, 
(Your Name)
(City, State)
(Organization/Title, if applicable)
(Phone / Email)
